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WEEKLY QUOTE 

“There is more logic 
in humor than in 
anything else. 
Because, you see, 
humor is truth.” 
– Victor Borge 
 
 
WEEKLY TIP 
Sometimes teens 
confuse wants with 
needs. Pointing out 
the difference will 
help them handle 
money with more 
maturity (and it may 
help you save a dollar 
or two). 
 
 
WEEKLY RIDDLE 
When you take away 
the whole from this, 
you still have some 
left over. What is it? 
 
 
Last week’s riddle:  
I am soft enough to 
soothe the skin, hard 
enough to crumble 
rocks, and I am often 
slippery and on the 
move. What am I? 
 
Last week’s answer: 
Water. 
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BEST RETAIL SALES NUMBERS IN 4 MONTHS  
The Census Bureau says that retail sales climbed 1.0% in February. That matched 
the median forecast of economists polled by Bloomberg News. Department store 
sales improved by 1.0% last month and restaurant sales improved by 1.2% (the best 
monthly gain in that category in a year). Auto sales saw a 2.3% gain in February. 
Overall U.S. retail sales were up 8.9% from a year before.1,2 
 
LOWEST CONSUMER SENTIMENT IN 5 MONTHS  
Sometimes economic releases seem completely contradictory. While retail sales have 
improved, consumer sentiment has dipped – at least according to the University of 
Michigan’s initial March survey, which came in at 68.2, way below the final February 
mark of 77.5. Soaring gas prices would seem to be a factor. The index had been 
making progress back toward its 2002-2007 average reading of 89.3 
 
ROUGH GOING FOR OIL & GOLD FUTURES 
Last week’s run from risk sent the prices of these commodities downward. Oil 
futures settled at $101.16 a barrel Friday – that was a 3.12% week-over-week drop. 
The decrease reflected concern over reduction of refinery capacity and demand in 
Japan, one of the world’s leading oil importers. As for gold, it had its poorest week 
since mid-January, with prices slipping $6.70 on the COMEX over five days – a 
0.47% weekly loss. Gold settled at $1,421.50 Friday as its five-week winning streak 
was snapped.4 
 
DOW HOLDS ON TO 12,000  
In light of last week’s momentous seismic and political events, the ups and downs of 
Wall Street seem relatively trivial. Somehow, the Dow, S&P 500 and NASDAQ 
managed to remain above the psychologically significant 12,000, 1,300 and 2,700 
benchmarks Friday. For the week, they performed as follows: DJIA, -1.03% to 
12,044.40; NASDAQ, -2.48% to 2,715.61; S&P 500, -1.28% to 1,304.27. The CBOE 
VIX gained 6.56% last week.5 
  
THIS WEEK: No major economic releases are scheduled for Monday. Tuesday, 
there is an FOMC meeting at the Federal Reserve. Wednesday, we learn what 
happened with producer prices in February, and get data about February building 
permits and housing starts. Thursday brings the February edition of the Consumer 
Price Index and the Conference Board’s February leading indicator index, plus new 
initial and continuing claims data and a report on February industrial output. Also 
in the mix Thursday: before-the-bell earnings from FedEx and after-the-bell 
earnings from Nike. No major economic releases are scheduled for Friday. 
 

% CHANGE Y-T-D 1-YR CHG 5-YR AVG 10-YR AVG 

DJIA +4.03 +13.50 +1.75 +1.80 

NASDAQ +2.36 +14.66 +4.01 +4.12 

S&P 500 +3.71 +13.39 +0.35 +1.05 

REAL YIELD 3/11 RATE 1 YR AGO 5 YRS AGO 10 YRS AGO 

10 YR TIPS 0.96% 1.49% 2.23% 3.52% 
 

 

Source: cnbc.com, bigcharts.com, treasury.gov, treasurydirect.gov - 3/11/115,6,7,8 
Indices are unmanaged, do not incur fees or expenses, and cannot be invested into directly. 

These returns do not include dividends. 
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